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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  All Priests 
FROM: Father Nicholas W. Smith 
DATE: 31 December 2022 
RE:  Death of Benedict XVI 
 
On this last day of 2022, the earthly life and faith witness of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI has come to an end.  We join with the entire 
Church in prayers of thanksgiving for his many years of service to 
the Church. 
 
The special circumstances of Benedict’s resignation from the Papal 
Office will change many of the liturgical rites surrounding his 
funeral and burial.   
 
At the present moment, the presumption is that the customary 
prayers and practices observed at the death of a Pope should take 
place. 
 
The following might be helpful: 
 

 Archbishop Rozanski is asking that all parishes begin praying 
for the deceased former Pontiff.  The custom of praying the 
Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be to the Father and the 
recitation of the Rosary for the repose of his soul is to be 
encouraged among the faithful. 

 Churches may decide to display a portrait of the late Holy 
Father in a fitting place, either the parish church’s gathering 
space or the sanctuary. 

 Every parish might consider offering a special Mass for the 
deceased Pope Emeritus for the attendance of many of the 
faithful.  This Mass is to be celebrated according to the norms 
of the liturgical calendar.  Such a Mass is not to be celebrated 
this Sunday, the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God.  
Therefore, the Archbishop asks that each parish include a 



prayer in the Universal Prayers for the repose of the former 
Pope.  Examples follow: 

o That Pope (Emeritus) Benedict XVI, called to the heavenly 
kingdom by the Lord, may rejoice forever at the banquet 
table of heaven, let us pray to the Lord…. 

o That Pope (Emeritus) Benedict XVI, who served the 
Church as Supreme Pontiff for eight years, may worship 
God for ever in the liturgy of heaven, let us pray to the 
Lord…. 

o That the tireless efforts of Pope (Emeritus) Benedict XVI, 
now called to the Lord, may bear fruit in unity, peace, 
and love among all men and women, let us pray to the 
Lord…. 

o For Pope (Emeritus) Benedict XVI, who preached that 
God is love and that we are saved in hope, that he may 
know God’s love forever in heaven, let us pray to the 
Lord…. 

 
As further details become available, they will be communicated to 
you. 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother 
of God this weekend, we pray that Mary, the Mother of Priests, will 
bring Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI to her Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 


